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Module: An introduction to metadata in DSpace  

Module overview: 

This module will introduce the concept of metadata, and why it is used. Following that, the 

metadata support in DSpace will be explained along with how metadata is encoded and stored. 

The metadata registry which holds the metadata will be shown, and the out-of-the-box 

metadata schema will be examined. Finally the module will show how to add a new metadata 

schema, along with a practical exercise to add a new term to the Dublin core scheme included 

with DSpace. 

Module objectives: 

By the end of this module you will: 

1. Understand the purpose of metadata 

2. Know how DSpace encodes and stores metadata 

3. Know how the metadata registry works, and how to edit a metadata schema 

4. Have added a new term to an existing metadata schema 
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7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÍÅÔÁÄÁÔÁȩ 

 

What is metadata  

Metadata is used to describe things. In DSpace metadata is used to describe the items that it 

holds. Metadata can apply at different levels: 

¶ Communities have metadata describing them 

¶ Collections have metadata describing them 

¶ Items have metadata describing them 

¶ Bitstreams have metadata describing them 
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Types of metadata 

 

Types of metadata  

Metadata can be split into two types: 

1. Descriptive metadata 

¶ Descriptive metadata describes attributes of an object, such as its name, its 

creator, or its size. 

2. Administrative data 

¶ Administrative metadata helps with the administration of an object. Examples 

include the location of the object or the name of the user who created the 

metadata about the object. 
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Encoding metadata  

 

Dublin Core  

DSpace is installed and configured to use the Dublin Core metadata schema by default. Dublin 

core is made up of elements, and qualifiers. There are 15 base elements: 

1. Title  
2. Creator  
3. Subject  
4. Description  
5. Publisher  
6. Contributor  
7. Date  
8. Type 

9. Format  
10. Identifier  
11. Source  
12. Language  
13. Relation  
14. Coverage  
15. Rights 

 

The elements can be refined through the use of qualifiers. 
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The metadata registry  

 

The metadata registry  

¢ƘŜ ƳŜǘŀŘŀǘŀ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘŜΩ ƳŜƴǳΣ ōȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨaŜǘŀŘŀǘŀ 

wŜƎƛǎǘǊȅΩ ƭƛƴƪΦ .ȅ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ 5ǳōƭƛƴ /ƻǊŜ όŘŎύ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ bŜǿ ǎŎƘŜƳŀǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 

registry screen. 
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Editing a metadata schema  

 

Editing a metadata schema  

A schema can be edited as follows: 

¶ Current elements can be edited and submƛǘǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ¦ǇŘŀǘŜΩ ōǳǘǘƻƴ 

¶ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŜƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ŜƭŜǘŜΩ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ 

¶ bŜǿ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ŘŘ aŜǘŀŘŀǘŀ CƛŜƭŘΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

page. The qualifier is optional. 


