The DSpace Course — Items in DSpace

Module: Items in DSpace

Module overview:

Items are one of the core concepts in DSpace. An item a representation of the files and
metadata bought together to make an atomic unit. This module introduces items and the
constituent parts of metadata, bundles and bitstreams. The module concludes with a
description of the standard submission interface and a practical exercise to submit an item.

This module introduces items, but does not cover aspects such as what metadata is, or why it is
needed. This is covered in the module ‘An introduction to metadata in DSpace’.

Module objectives:

By the end of this module you will:
1. Understand what an item in DSpace is, and what it is made up of
2. Know about bundles and bitstreams
3. Know how the standard submission interface works

4. Have submitted an item into a DSpace repository
Note

For the practical exercise, please refer to your sheet ‘Local instructions’ for details of the
following:

 How to launch a web browser
What the URL of your DSpace installation is

I Where test files are located
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The DSpace Course — Items in DSpace

What is an item?

ED What is an item?

D

= An item is made up of:

= Metadata
= Bundles (e.g. ORIGINAL/ LICENCE / TEXT)

= Bitstreams

What makes up an item

An item is made up of three parts:

1. Metadata

a. Metadata is required to describethe item. Without metadata no one would

understand what the item was.

2. Bundles

Bundles are collections of files. Typical bundles include the ORIGINAL bundle
which contains the raw files deposited into the repository, the LICENCE bundle
which contains a copy of the licence that was agreed to during submission, and
TEXT which includes the extracted text (for indexing purposes) for each file in

the ORIGINAL bundle.
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3. Bitstreams

a. Each file uploaded into DSpace, or created by DSpace is considered a bitstream.
A bitstream refers to the fact that a file is simply a stream of ‘bits’ (Os and 1s)
held on a storage medium such a disk.
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The standard submission interface
om The standard submission interface
_______________________________________________________________________________________|

= Atypical submission:
» Choose a collection to submit to
= Answer some initial questions

Enter some metadata

Upload some files

Verify the submission

Agree to the deposit licence

A typical submission

A typical submission involves the following steps:
9 Choose a collection to submit to

0 This can be done by either using the ‘Submit to this collection’ button within a
collection, or by selecting the ‘Start a New Submission’ button on the ‘My
DSpace’ page, and choosing the relevant collection from the drop down box that
appears.

1 Answer some initial questions

0 The initial questions are required in order for DSpace to customize the
submission process. The questions are:

A The item has more than one title, e.g. a translated title (DSpace will
provide a box for an alternative title to be provided)
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The DSpace Course — Items in DSpace
A The item has been published or publicly distributed before (DSpace will
ask for a bibliographic citation, a publisher, and a date of publication)

A The item consists of more than one file (DSpace will allow the user to
upload more than one file)

Enter some metadata

0 There are fields for the metadata. Typical fields include title, author, abstract,
citation and date of publication.

0 The metadata required is configurable. See the module ‘An introduction to
metadata input customization’ for details.

Upload some files

0 You can upload one or more files. Files are uploaded by selecting them in the
browser.

Verify the submission

0 DSpace will present all the metadata you have entered back to you, along with
the files. This allows you to confirm that the data is correct. If it is not, it gives
you the opportunity to correct the data.

Agree to the deposit licence

0 The final stage of the deposit requires you to agree to a deposit licence. A copy
of the licence is deposited along with the item. The licence is configurable (see
the module ‘RSS feeds, email alerts, news and licences’).
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Practical exercise: submit an item

Practical exercise: submit an item

[}
OmC

= Submit an item to your repository
= Enter a collection you have created

= Perform a submission using a test item supplied to
you

Submit an item

Using a collection that you have already created, perform a submission using a test item
provided to you. The location of test items is provided in your ‘local information’ sheet.
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