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Module: Look & Feel Customization  

Module overview: 

This module gives an overview of the type of customization that can be performed on a DSpace 

repository user interface. The module will look at the two interfaces that DSpace 1.5 supports, 

the xmlui and the JSPUI detailing what they are, how they differ and the benefits of each. The 

module will conclude with a look at some example repository interfaces. 

Module objectives: 

By the end of this module you will: 

Á Understand the different user interfaces to the DSpace software 

Á Understand the different levels of customisation that can be done to the DSpace 

interface 

Á Have customised the JSPUI interface of DSpace  

Note  

 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘŜŜǘ Ψ[ƻŎŀƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

following: 

¶ What the URL of your DSpace installation is 

¶ How to open a terminal window 

¶ The location of [dspace] and [dspace-src] directories 

¶ How to rebuild DSpace using mvn and ant 
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The DSpace Interface  

The DSpace Interface  

Á There are two interfaces to DSpace 1.5 

Á The JSPUI  (Java Server Pages) 

Á The XMLUI   (Manakin Framework) 
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The JSPUI 

The JSPUI 

The JSPUI interface is implemented using Java Servlets which handle the business logic, 
and JavaServer Pages (JSPs) which produce the HTML pages sent to an end-user. Since 
the JSPs are much closer to HTML than Java code, altering the look and feel of DSpace is 
relatively easy. 
 

  

 
[DSpace url]/jspui  
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The JSPUI 

The JSPUI 

To make it even easier, DSpace allows you to 'override' the JSPs included in the source 

distribution with modified versions, that are stored in a separate place, so when it 

comes to updating your site with a new DSpace release, your modified versions will not 

be overwritten. It should be possible to dramatically change the look of DSpace to suit 

your organization by just changing the CSS style file and the site 'skin' or 'layout' JSPs in 

jsp/layout; if possible, it is recommended you limit local customizations to these files to 

make future upgrades easier. 
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 Customising the Stylesheet 

Customising the Sty lesheet  

Heavy use is made of a style sheet, styles.css.jsp. If you make edits, copy the local 

version to [dspace-source]/dspace/modules/jspui/src/main/webapp/styles.css.jsp, and 

it will be used automatically in preference to the default, as described above. 

Fonts and colours can be easily changed using the stylesheet. The stylesheet is a JSP so 

that the user's browser version can be detected and the stylesheet tweaked accordingly.
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Editing the Stylesheet 

Editing the Stylesheet


